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Pees 


Recommendation of His Excellency the Bishop 
Of Trenton, N. J. 


Dear Reverend Mother: 
I am indeed pleased to recommend most heartily the Apostolic 


work of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. You are 
laboring in your own quiet way, and in accordance with the wishes 
of our Holy Father, Pius XI, gloriously reigning, solely that Our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, may be better known and better 
loved by those for whom he gave His life on the Cross that all men 
might have life, and have it more abundantly. 


Any assistance given you will be rewarded by the Saviour Himself, 
who has promised: ‘“‘Whosoever shall give a cup of cold water only in 
the name of a disciple, amen, I say to you, he shall not lose his re- 
ward.” I am sure such a labor of love needs no further commenda- 
tion to the good priests and faithful people of the Diocese of Trenton. 


Wishing you every blessing in your noble work, I beg to remain, 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 


0% MOSES E. KILEY, 


July 24, 1934. Bishop of Trenton. 
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To avoid the Mission unnecessary expense, kindly 
notily us immediately of a change of address. If you do 
not, the postal authorities will tax us for their notification. 
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SEVERAL GOOD WAYS TO HELP THE 
MISSIONARY SISTERS 


PRAYER: —Without the grace of God the Missionaries could do nothing whatever for the salvation of souls. By praying for 
them you bring down God’s blessing upon them and their apostolic labors. 


SUFFERINGS: —tTo unite one’s sufierings, trials and hardships to those of Jesus on the Cross and offer them for the salvation 


of pagan and Mohammedan souls. 


ALMS:—If no one would support the Missionaries they could again do nothing. 


THE ANNUAL SUPPORT OF A SISTER 


THE ANNUAL SUPPORT OF A DISPENSARY 


TO RANSOM A YOUNG GIRL FOR A CATHOLIC MARRIAGE 
TO SUPPORT A LEPER IN A HUT FOR A MONTH 
TO PROVIDE BREAD FOR A CHILD MONTHLY : 
TO CLOTHE A CHILD FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
TO KEEP A SANCTUARY LAMP BURNING FOR A MONTH .. 


BY BECOMING A PROMOTER OR MEMBER 
OF A MISSION GUILD OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA. 


YOUR LAST WILL:—" is @ poor Will which does not name Our Lord Jesus Christ among its beneficiaries. 
the works of charity of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa in making your Will. 


Remember 
And when 


life, that precious time to merit has passed away for you, the Sisters, whom you have helped, will continue to do good in your 


name and you will share in their prayers, works and sacrifices. 


OLD JEWELRY: —Why treasure away broken and old-fashioned gold or silver jewelry when it can be transformed into 


chalices or ciboriums to shelter the Eucharistic King? 


Would not the memory of loved ones be more 


honored by sacrificing their cherished souvenirs for so sacred a cause than by letting them lay useless in some corner? 
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Missionary Guilds of Our Lady of Africa 


A Mission Guild of Our Lady of Africa is established to 
help the Missions under the special protection of Our Lady, Queen 
of Africa. Just as every other guild or club, there must be a 
President and other officers. There must also be promoters. who 
try to get as many members as possible. 


The members of the Guild promise to contribute a certain 
small amount for Our Lady’s Missions every week. As a reminder 
of their promise and at the same time to facilitate the putting 
aside of this small sum, the members, at their enrollment in the 
Guild, receive a little bag in which they may keep their weekly 
offering. At the close of every ten weeks, the promoters collect 
the total for the missions. 

A meeting is called for the promoters to give in the offerings 
of their members, which is then sent to the Sisters. This meet- 
ing may also be a little social gathering for the Promoters. 

Who would miss five or ten cents a week? However, this 
sum, although small in itself. when donated by a nuumber of 
people each week, becomes no less than a fortune in Missionland. 

Who can estimate the number of hearts, living tabernacles, 
in which God will reign, simply because a nickle or dime was 
put aside each week for the missions? And who can conceive 
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the reward that Our Lady of Africa will obtain from her Divine 
Son for those who help to extend His Kingdom among the 
Mohammedans and pagans. 
SPECIAL FAVORS ARE GRANTED 
TO PROMOTERS BY THE HOLY SEE. 

(a) A plenary Indulgence may be gained under the usual 

conditions on 

(A) the day of their enrollment as promoters. 

(B) the following Feasts: Immaculate Conception, Saint 

Augustine, Saint Monica, Saint Peter, and Saint Francis 

Xavier. 

The Masses said for Promoters after their death at any 


Altar will procure for their souls the same favors as if the 
Masses were said on Priviledged Altars. 


FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS 


Three Masses are said every month for the living and de- 
ceased members. Moreover, ghey share in the apostolic labors of 
all the Sisters of the Congregation and in the prayers said for 
them in all the convents of the Congregation 
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The Miraculous Medal 


and 


The Devil’s Daughter 


HE ELDEST of the refugees of Kasanga, Central 
Africa, took a turn for the worst. She did not 
want to be baptized. Although she went to 

catechism, she would never become a catechumen, 
nor remain in the asylum with the other women. At 
night she would roll herself in a mat and sleep under 
the roof of the refuge. Her fidelity to say morning 
and night prayers with the others, gave hopes that 
one day her heart of ice would melt. 


The mother Superior, seeing that she was in dan- 
ger, said: “Yotemema, do you really want to pass 
your eternity with the devil?” 


She bridled up and answered: “Yes, of course I do. 
I am the devil's daughter, and he will take me from 
this world.” Her eyes became haggard as she con- 
tinued: ‘The devil appeared to me and said: ‘Look 
all around you; all this country is mine. The world 
is mine; you too belong to me?’ " 


From the expression of her physiognomy, she must 
have seen the infernal spirit while she spoke. A 
miraculous medal was hung around her neck, and 
she became calm. 


Later she accepted to make the sign of the cross 
and say the “Ave” to obtain the grace of Baptism. 


The Women’s Asylum 


Suddenly, changing her attitude, she said: “If God 
would come to take me, I would become His child.” 
She repeated the acts of charity and contrition sev- 
eral times. 


Towards evening, as she maintained her good 
dispositions, she was baptized. In her frantic joy 
she kept repeating to herself. ‘‘Yotemema, you are 
baptized; Yotemema, you are no longer the devil's 
daughter; you are God's child.” 


During the night she continually asked God's par- 


don; and in the early morning her soul returned to 
God. 


Theresia’s Prayer 


**\ AY GOD,” prayed Theresia, “Thou, who art in 

heaven, You my Father, You put me ix this 
world, me, old Theresia. Yes, I sincerely thank You, 
my God. So be it, my God! 

“Yes, You believed you did well in creating Adam 
and Eve, and in truth You did very well. You put 
them in a beautiful garden. It must have been so 
nice! They ate all that they desired; then, the fools, 
that wasn't enough, they ate more fruit —- the one 
forbidden fruit! And behold im- 
mediately You drove them out! 
Ah! surely, they well deserved it 


for their greediness. My God, so 
be it, my God. 
“No, Adam, you must have 


been a fool to do such a thing! to 
offend the good God by 
greediness! No, it is too 
foolish. If you hadn't any- 
thing else to eat, I would 
understand; but all the 
things you had to eat! Ah, 
you have paid dearly for 
it! Yes, fortunately the 
good God took pity on us, and He sent our Lord to 
redeem us. My God, so be it, my God. 


27 


“Dear Lord, You came to redeem us; You came 
to suffer and die on a cross for me, old Theresia. [| 
am grateful to you, my Father, so be it, my Father. 

“Ah! Holy Virgin, Sister told me that it is you 
who gave us our Lord. It is for that that I greet 
you and I love you very much. My Father, so be 
it, my Father.” 

After that old Theresia made the sign of the cross. 
“In the name of the Father, yes, it is on the forehead 
that I must place my hand; after that on the breast, 
I must say: and of the Son.” 

There she stopped — 


“Jangu! my God! what comes after the Son? 
There I have forgotten it, the third; and yet Sister 
told me again yesterday — she began — 

“In the name of the Father and of the Son, but I 
really don’t know the third now, but after all, my 
God, I have forgotten it. Well, in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and the Blessed Virgin who 
gave us the Son. Amen, my God.” 

For a quarter of an hour, this colloquy was pur- 
sued. At last as a conclusion, Theresia added: “It 
was the Fathers and the Sisters who taught me that. 
Oh! thank You, my God, thank You.” 

Then, Theresia took up her pipe. 
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A Desert Hospital 


NE DAY St. Francis of Assisi called a Brother 


and said to him: ‘Brother, let us go and 
preach!" They went forih together and walked 
through the streets of the town; but all that day St. 
Francis remained silent. The Brother was greatly 
puzzled and asked for an explanation. Then Fran- 
cis told his disciple that one may preach merely by 
living. 
It is a truth which Missionaries often need to 
Temember. 


Let us go and preach in our hospital at Laghouat. 
The wards, all white and clean, are flooded with 
sunlight from the open desert. The beds stand in 
neat rows, and the wardmaid is just finishing her 
morning work. 


“Well, Fathma, how did you sleep last night?” 


“Not well, Sister; but the tablet you gave me re- 
lieved my pain. Now all my limbs are on fire. I 
can get no rest.” 

"We shall get another pillow and _ straighten 
that sheet.’’ Fathma submits willingly to our 
ministrations. 

“Thank you, that is better! 
little.” 

“And how are you, Jemma?” 

“Very bad. Look, my dressing is coming off.’ 

This patient is less gracious. Her tone is harsh, 
her mouth drawn into bilter lines. She appears to 
have suffered in body and spirit, a reed almost 
broken by the storms of life. Jemma needs great 
kindness. She is one of the few patients whose 
treatment is done in the ward, to save her the pain 
of moving to the dressing room. 

The process of dressing her wound and adjusting 
her position is always rather a stormy one. To-day 
we venture to administer a gentle reproof. ‘God 
will help her to be patient.” 


Now I shall sleep a 


28 


“God is the Mas- 
ter,"" replies Jemma, 
“May His name be 
praised!’ 

And afterwards: 
“Thank you, Sister. 
I am sorry!" 

There is old Mim- 
ouna sitting by the 
door. She is very 
old; perhaps she 
has lived through a 
century. Locks of 
hair once white and 
now yellowed stray 
from beneath her 
veil. 

“I am so cold, so 
cold! My bones 
feel like ice!” 


“Would you like 


nt we 


to sit outside in 
the sun? Come, take 
my arm.” 


Mimouna gladly 
takes the arm that will lead her to the verandah, and 
once setiled in the sunshine she murmurs happily: 
“You are my daughter!” 


In the second ward we find four small children 
with their mother. 


"How are the little ones?” 


The three eldest, aged six, five, four years, hold 
up well-washed faces. Their hair is combed and 
tightly plaited, and they are just putting on their 
gandouras, socks and little aprons. The youngest of 
the family lies in his cot, looking expectantly for a 
meal. He seems glad to be without the heavy 
wrappings that usually envelop an Arab infant. 

And the mother? ‘How is your les, Yamina?”’ 

“Much better, thank you. I can move it a little 
now. 

“Did the children allow you to sleep?” 

“Oh! they are very good, Sister, they do every- 
thing I tell them.” 

Everything! That is a great deal! 

They are dancing with impatience, waiting for 
“Baba,’’ who is expected to visit his family to-day. 
In a few hours he will arrive shyly, submit to a 
shower of embraces, and sit down on the floor while 
the children climb over his shoulders to hunt in the 
hood of his burnoose for the treasures he may have 
brought for them. 

He will certainly rejoice to see his family in such 
good health and spirits. What a transformation since 
their arrival, when they were like little savages, 
sickly and unkempt, ready to fly into tempers when- 
ever the nurse approached them. 

In a third ward, smaller than the others, we find 
Naiba, a girl of fifteen. She has a skin like ebony 
and woolly black curls. For a long time she resisted 
all advances, meeting our smile with a defiant stare. 
She comes from Sudan, where she entered the serv- 
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ice of a marabout; and somehow, as a result of a 
poisoned foot, she was brought to the hospital at 
Laghouat. Even the approach of meal-times failed 
to bring a smile to her face. She was too ill to feel 
hungry. 

But one day Naiba asked abruptly: ‘‘Sister, what 


words do you say on those beads that hang from 
your girdle?” 

“On my rosary?” 

“Yes. I have seen you walking in the courtyard 
with your eyes closed, murmuring something as you 
finger the beads.” 

“I say this: ‘Hail Meriem, thou that are full of 
grace. The Lord is with thee; thou art blessed 
amongst all women and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Our Lord, Jesus the Messiah.’ Then I ask 
Lalla Meriem to cure you and make you a good girl.” 

“Lalla Meriem? I have heard of her before; I 
love her." 

Since that day we are friends. This morning 
someone heard Naiba call out: ‘Go tell Sister, I 
want to see her at once!” 

When Sister arrived she exclaimed: ‘There you 
are at last!’’ And when her treatment was com- 
pleted she gave the other women a look of triumph, 
saying: ‘You see, Sister came for me; she never 
scolds me or hurts me; she is my mother.” 

One of Naiba's neighbors is a young woman 
named after a flower: Yasmin. Pale-faced, with 
heavy plaits of dark hair, she looks more delicate 
and fragile than the other women. She smiles 
wearily, and her tragic black eyes seem to say: “I 
have sorrowed so much in my life that I think no 
more of joy.” 

“Courage, Yasmin! Soon you will have roses in 
your cheeks and go 
home happily with 
your little one!"’ 
Poor Yasmin lost 
three children in in- 
fancy; she scarcely 
dares to hope that 
the fourth will sur- 
vive its birth. 


“God will have 
pity. on you, Yas- 
min. May He grant 
your desire!" 


"As He will.” 


Yes, the will of 
God be done. It was 
His will that Yas- 
min should come 
here; and now we 
are able to foresee 
the dangers to her 
child. She will have 
every care and at- 
tention, such as she 
lacked when the 
others were born, 
and we pray that 
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, Let Us Go and Preach ! 


she may have the joy of taking home a healthy baby. 

Our patients are never afraid to come back. On 
the second visit they come as friends, eagerly ex- 
pecting the sympathy and affection that is so often 
wanting in their lives. 

If we give them our whole-hearted service, in the 
name of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, will it 
not help them to know God and understand what 
He is? “God is Love.” 


SR. MARY TERESA, W. S. 


Catholic Action 


Catholic Action was first mentioned here a few years ago. 
A Christian widow was approached thus one day: 

“Adele, are you going to take part in Catholic Action?” 

Oh! no, I cannot . .. you have to be perfect... and you 
have to pay.” 

When Catholic Action for the women was entrusted to the 
Sisters, Adele was questioned anew: 

"Do you wish to take part in Catholic Action now?” 

"TI cannot .... Many things annoy me... . and to make 
matters worse, monkeys are ruining my fields. 

nine 

“A neighbor of mine who had insulted and cursed me fell ill. 
I went to offer him my sympathy; but when his family saw me 
coming, they shut the door in my face. And when we meet on 
the road, he quickly changes his direction. 

“Besides, Sister, you know the old woman near us is a 
Christian. When she became homeless I brought her to my 
home, and my children and | tried to make her feel very welcome. 
I feed and clothe her, and she is near the church, but she does 
not like to pray. At night when we say our prayers together, 
she remains outside .... 

“Why Adele, all that is excellent Catholic Action!’ 

“Oh, thank you, Sister! Then register my name. 


SR. WALBURGA, W. S. 


An Oasis of the Sahara 
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Published and edited with ecclesiastical approba- 
tion bi-monthly by the Missionary Sisters of Our 
Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, N. J. 


Subscription One Dollar a Year 


Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post 
office at Metuchen, N. J., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


African Anecdotes 


A map of the world was sent to a mission school. Not being 
able to translate the object literally into the vernacular, the 
teacher told her pupils it was a picture of the world. There was 
a general exclamation of surprise; then someone cried: “Sister! 
Where were you when you took the picture of the world?” 


Sister: ‘Why can there be but one God?” 

Negro Boy: ‘Because, if there were more than one God they 
would quarrel among themselves as we do. That would not be 
perfection, and God must be all perfect.” 


The Sister had cared for a baby on whom a plaster had not 
given the usual results; then the mother said: 


“Now take care of me.” 
“What is the matter,” asked Sister. 
“Look at my back.” So saying the woman turned. 


To the Sister’s surprise, the plaster had adhered to the mother’s 
back, while she carried her baby strapped to it. 


There was great financial distress at the Mission, and the Moth- 
er Superior had the 
children say a prayer 


to St. Joseph every day 
after mass for help. As 
the feast of Pentecost 
approached, this pray- 
er was substituted by 
the Veni Creator. Com- 
ments were not want- 
ing when the children 
left church. 


“Did you notice,” re- 
marked a little girl, 
“Mother had us pray 
to St. Joseph for mon- 
ey; now that he has 
filled her purse, she 
wants us to ask the 
Holy Ghost what to do 
with it.” 


A man arrived at the mission with a box, from which cries 
were emanating. Opening it, we found a little baby with a note 
from the Father Superior of the Mission of Boukeye. 


One of his catechists on the way to Mass, hearing the feeble 
cry of a baby and not seeing anyone, began to investigate. He 
discovered a baby, of a few days, buried up to its neck. 

It is thus that the pagans treat a new-born child that has lost 
its mother. 

Having no one at the mission to care for it, the Missionary, 
after baptizing the infant, wrapped it in cotton and sent it to us 
in a box lined with shavings. 


The wife of our catechist, being childless, willingly adopted 
the baby, but it did not remain long with her. Two days later, 
the infant went to sing the praises of its Redeemer. 
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The Virtues of Guy de Fontgalland 


By Reverend L. L. McReavy, M. A. 


“SOBRIAM DUXIT .. VITAM” 


ODERN teetotalism has 
monopolised the word 
“sobriety.” We get in- 

to the way of thinking that it 
means “total abstinence,” 
whereas it has very little to 
do with alcohol, and far more 
to do with a spirit of tem- 
perate detachment from world- 
ly things in general. 

In this sense, Guy “led a sober life.’ He had a 
very superior and a very healthy contempt for 
“perishables."” ‘Guy glided,’ says one of his gov- 
ernesses, in a happy effort to describe this supreme 
contempt. “And the more I advance in life,” said 
the little man himself, with a gravity which drew a 
smile from his hearers, ‘the more I see there's 
nothing to get bothered over.” True! But as the 
Abbé Dévaud points out, this is “the wisdom of 
children,” and among grown-ups it is only the 
spiritual children who retain it. 

We have already remarked on this innate sense 
of the essential; it was the basis of his wisdom. He 
despised bodily comfort for the same reason that he 
despised the World; it would not last. Nothing in 
his clothes or in his appearance interested him, ex- 
cept it was to avoid attention. And he was equally 
indifferent to the pleasures of the palate. ‘Glorified 
Body,” they called him. Anything was good enough. 
He didn’t like meat, but he forced himself to swallow 
it, beyond that, had neither likes nor dislikes. 

Nor had it required the call of death to convince 
him of the vanity of life. Even before his First Com- 
munion, he had dreamed of one day renouncing the 
World, which had much to offer him, in order to be- 
come a priest. And he was remarkably free from 
the current delusions of childhood with regard 
to that state. He visualized it devoid of 
all its external glamour. He would be a priest 
plain and simple, and his priesthood an op- 


THE CROCODILE AND ITS EGGS 


We were sailing on Lake Tanganika. A storm cbliged us to 
land in a tiny bay before sunrise. In the dim shadows our 
rowers saw a bulky, clumsy crocodile hiding her eggs in the 
sand. 

The storm kept raging and we were stranded for a whole day 
with nothing to do and no place to go. 

“Let us look for those eggs,’ suggested a Sister who was very 
keen on explorations and discoveries. 

The rowers began exploring, crawling over the beach and 
tapping the sand as they went. Soon they came to a place far 
beyond the waves’ reach, where their tapping sounded hollow. 
It was a discovery! Sixty-two smooth, white eggs, slightly larger 
than those of a duck were arranged in four layers. Each egg 
was separated from the other with a little sand, and each layer 
was separated in like manner. That crocodile knew how to pack 
safely and neatly! 

The pilate of our bark said the set was not complete, that it 
takes from eighty to a hundred eggs to make one. 
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portunity for complete self-sacrifice, up to and in- 
cluding a death, ‘such as Father de Foucauld’s.” 

Most of us seek to strike a bargain between God 
and Mammon. The vanities we renounce are prin- 
cipally those we could never attain, Rolls-Royces and 
so forth: and meanwhile what we have we hold, 
and the rest we give up for God's sake. Guy really 
had something to give up, and when he came to 
reveal his desire, his confessor, by way of trying 
him, took the trouble to evaluate for him his real 
holdings in Mammon. After all, he could arrange 
to serve God without sacrificing his life interest in 
them. 

“But, Guy,” he said, ‘what about your name, your 
title, your coat of arms, the situation which... .” 

He got no further, for Guy intervened to cut short 
the enumeration and consider the balance sheet 
read. Then he proceeded to sum up the whole situa- 
tion in one short word: “Smoke! Father,’’ he said, 
“Smoke! The whole lot of it!” 

And if he had no delusions about titles, he had 
equally few aboui sanctity. It had no glamour. It 
did not mean nice feelings, but crosses, doing daily 
for Jesus “something which costs.’ Both his nurses 
and his governesses speak of his easy disposition; 
he never complained of anything, hunger or thirst, 
heat or cold. Gluttony, which is after all a form of 
sensuality, could have no place in so pure a soul as 
his, and so it proved in effect. 


Convent of the White Sisters 
Metuchen, N. J. 


Dear Sisters, 


When my baby boy was six weeks old, he was taken sick. 
He could maintain none of his food, as a muscle at the end of 
his stomack would not relax to let the food into the small intestine. 
The Doctor said if it would not relax within a few days it would 
be necessary to operate. 


I had no relic of my own of Little Guy, but a friend let me 
use hers which I put on my baby. No sooner done, he began 
to get well. I know Little Guy alone helped, so I would like you 
to publish this fact. 


2016 Oak Street, 
Omaha, Nebr. 


Respectfully yours, Mrs. Albert Prai. 


A Narrow Escape 
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ive? 


Our Mission Guild 


Comes to Metuchen 
T WAS just 8:00 p. m. when the busses and 


private cars arrived, bringing the members 

of Our Lady of Africa Mission Guild to 
celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi wiih us. 
Groups of parishioners from St. Francis Church, 
Metuchen, were already gathered in the con- 
vent grounds to enlarge the cortege of our 
Eucharistic King. The parish altar-boys gladly 
gave their services, while the charming little 
flower-girls and the banner-carriers were paro- 
chial school children. 

Hymns were sung as the procession formed 
and wended its way through the garden paths 
decorated with garlands, inscriptions and 
oriflammes. 

At the Grotto of our Lady of Lourdes, where the 
Altar of Repose was dressed, a Missionary Father — 
who after passing many years in Africa and who 
condescended to enhance our ceremony with his 
presence — gave an inspiring sermon. After con- 
veying to the congregation the magnitude of God's 
love for mankind proven in the institution of the 
Holy Eucharist, Father brought out most vividly the 
love and gratitude that we, who possess the gift of 
Faith, owe to our Divine Lord in the Sacrament of 
His Love. The best way to prove our love and pay 
our debt, Father concluded, is to help the Mission- 
aries, first spiritually and secondly in a tangible 
way to bring to the feet of Christ our King the mil- 
lions of pagans who are still in darkness and who 
have never so much as heard of God's love for them. 

After the dedication of the human race to Jesus, 
the King of heaven and earth, and Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament, the procession formed again 
and returned to the chapel. Only a small number 
of the cortege found place therein; but through the 
open door, those assembled outside, likewise, re- 
ceived a second blessing from the Prisoner of Our 
Tabernacles. 


A Corpus Christi Procession in Africa 


Refreshments were served; then the African Mis- 
sionary entertained our guests with anecdotes of 
his personal experiences concerning native wed- 
dings and matrimonial cases. Though they were 
delightfully amusing and interesting, nevertheless, 
the fact is: pagan women have no freedom, it being 
the father’s right to give his daughter in marriage in 
exchange for a few cows. 


This custom constitutes a real problem in the mission where 
thousands of young girls want to become Catholic. Unfortunately, 
these girls have already been promised in marriage, even at 
times in their infancy; the cows have been given and very often 
have been eaten before the girls are marriageable. It is then 
only, then, in liberating them, by furnishing the necessary sum 
to cover the cost of the cattle, that they may be instructed and 
received into the Church. 

Our Missionary encouraged the Guild Members in their noble 
work, telling them that due to their untiring zeal, many young 
girls have thus received, with their liberty, the right to become 
children of God. Taking advantage of the occasion, Father also 
thanked our Mission Helpers for the excellent and incessant way 
in which they cooperate with the Missionaries in extending the 
Kingdom of Christ in Africa, and assured them that the natives 
continually offer up prayers for their unknown benefactors. 

As the busses left, a general rendezvous was given for the 
Feast of Corpus Christi next year. 


Corpus Christi in Missionland 


Perhaps, nowhere is the Eucharistic King acclaimed and 
honored as in the Missions. Great preparations are made for 
the solemn celebration of Corpus Christi. While the men go to 
the jungles to cut down trees for the erection of arcs of triumph, 
the women sweep the paths through which the Blessed Sacra- 
ment will be carried. Nor are the children less eager to pre- 
pare a triumphal reception for the God whose love they ap- 
preciate with all their child-like hearts. Excursions are made to 
the woods in order to gather flowers which are transformed into 


The Convent of the White Sisters, Metuchen 


garlands to beautify the way. Even the smaller ones pick the 
flowers that they will strew in honor of Him who loves little 
children. 

The whole Catholic population takes part in the procession. 
In groups, the Christians pray and sing the Divine Praises. 

The pagans, themselves, are not indifferent to this annual 
celebration. Forming a hedge of subconscious adorers, they 
gaze with admiration on this splendid manifestation of Christian 
Faith; and in their naive way, they, too, show courtesy to the 
Christians’ King. 

Thus a renowned professional dancer - if such he may be 
called - whose honor it was to dance at all his king's festivals, 
wishing to pay homage to this unknown but great Monarch, 
would wait each year at a certain bend of the road, and when 
the Blessed Sacrament passed by, danced to the best of his 
ability. 

The King of the Universe was not insensible to this ingenuous 
deference of His subject; His reward was magnificent. 

One day, in the company of a Christian, the dancer was 
turning into that particular bend of the road when he suddenly 
fell ill. The Christian, having assured himself of his companion’‘s 
dispositions, had just the time to get water; and there, on the 
very spot where a few days previously he had paid his custom- 
ary homage to the unknown King, the dancer was baptized. A 
few minutes later he was in possession of his reward. 
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